
 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 07.17.2011 

Gen. 28:10-19a • Ps. 139:1-12, 23-24 • Rom. 8:12-25 • Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43 

 Please read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.  I am sure some of you are asking:  “How does 

this parable square up with the Gospel of all of Humanity's Adoption into the Shared Life of 

the Father, Son and Spirit?” Ha-Ha! 

 Perhaps it might be helpful to remember what Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Tes-

tament Words has to say about parables: "Two dangers are to be avoided in seeking to inter-

pret the parables in Scripture, that of ignoring the important features, and that of trying to 

make all the details mean something" (pg. 840). Talk about a tough thing to do!  

 And that is why I never attempt to interpret a parable without some help from an expert! 

And, in fact, I recommend for your help and reading of the parables, Kingdom, Grace, and 

Judgment: Paradox, Outrage and Vindication in the Parables of Jesus by Robert Farrar Ca-

pon.  Not only have I found the author to be a kind and generous man who has opened his 

home to me, but he is also a TOP NOTCH and able theologian and no slouch in Hebrew and 

Greek! Of course, as an ordained proclaimer of the Good News myself, what I personally 

appreciate most is his always and forever using the relationship of the Triune God of Grace 

as Revealed in Jesus as the primary rule for interpreting all of scripture and life. This is 

what I believe the Apostle Paul is urging us to do, also (Col 2:8-9). 

 I also find Capon especially great at pointing out the unfamiliar in the "familiar!" As he 

writes:  

A book about the parables of Jesus faces...obstacles at the outset. The first and most 

troublesome, oddly enough, is familiarity. Most people on reading the Gospels assertion 

that 'Jesus spoke in parables' assume they know exactly what is meant....Most of this 

book, therefore, will be devoted to the removal of the obstacle of a too-facile familiarity. 

Jesus spoke in strange, bizarre disturbing ways." ~ Kingdom, Grace, and Judgment, pg.1 

 As a teaser on interpreting this parable in Matthew and how Capon can be of help, here is 

an excerpt from his thoughts about the parable: 

To come to the text itself, then, note first that Matthew sets up the passage, this last puta-

tive crack of Jesus' aimed at the disciples themselves. Leaving the crowd, Jesus comes to 
          (Continued on page 2) 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why do you think we so often miss the point of the 

parables, just like the disciples did? 

2. Is there a difference between parable and prophecy, 

and, if so, how can that be helpful in rethinking how 

we read parables?  

3. In what part of your life would you be surprised to find 

the presence of God? 

4. How is your job/career God’s way of giving the world 

something He wants to give it? 



Seeds or Weeds? 
 This week Tim shares Capon’s point about the parable of the sower: we tend to focus on the weeds and not 

the seeds. In his article, John talks about the struggle that we all face to see how the Triune Life has been 

grounded in all of creation. Both problems have their root in the same soil. We do not see how all things in 

heaven and earth have been brought together in the person of the one who is both heaven and earth—Jesus 

Christ.  

 John points us to the solution that eventually helped the disciples become much better hearers of the par-

ables. That solution is to focus on the seeds and not the weeds. The Spirit is calling us to see with Jesus’ eyes 

and focus on all the places where we do see the Triune Life grounded in creation—and not become obsessed 

with all the places that we can’t see it yet. Yes, there are some weeds in my 

lawn and in my life. But the Spirit calls me to see that there is far more grass 

than weeds because the Son has sown the grass seeds of the Father’s life every-

where. God is, after all, on the lawn and in the cosmos. 

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 

God on the Lawn 

Interpreting Jesus’ Parables . . . (cont.) 

the house and the disciples approach him. 'Explain to us the parable of the Weeds of the field,' they say. Ah, 

how fearful and wonderful it must have been to be the teacher of such a brilliant collection of point missers. 

Behold how, even in their first framing of the question, they have managed to turn the parable into some-

thing else. Jesus told it as a story of a kingdom that was like a man who sowed good seed in his field and 

then had weeds sown in it by his enemy; but they heard it as a story about weeds, period. ~ Kingdom, 

Grace, and Judgment, pg. 108 

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 The dualism in me is strong.  No matter how hard I try to repent/rethink, I still often feel like my life is di-

vided into “sacred” things and “secular” things.  I still sometimes feel disappointed at how ordinary my life is; 

I feel frustrated at how much time I spend working, paying the bills, mowing the lawn, etc, and how little time 

I spend adventuring through the cosmos with the Father, Son, and Spirit. Silly rabbit. The Trinity is 

earthed. The adventure is “right here,” not “out there.” The Triune One “hems me in, behind and before” (Ps 

139.5). Where can I flee from His presence?  He is here with me in heaven, here with me in hell, here with me 

“at the farthest limits of the sea” (139.7-9).  

 Jacob and me—we fit together well.  We both find it surprising when we discover the presence of God right 

where we are:  “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!... How awesome is this place! This is 

none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven” (Gen 28.16-17).  When I am stuck in rush-

hour traffic, that interstate is the gate of heaven.  When I am mowing the lawn, my lawn is the house of 

God.  Wherever I am, the most appropriate thought I can have is “How awesome is this place!” 

 ~ John Stonecypher 
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