
 We learn in Matthew 13 that the kingdom of heaven—human participation in the incar-

nate Triune Life of God—is like a stock portfolio that cannot fail to produce profits.  Seeds 

germinate and grow (v. 31-32). Yeast multiplies (v. 33). And when we participate through 

faith in the Great Dance of love, even when it costs us everything we have, it yields treas-

ure beyond imagination (v. 44-46). 

  But like a fishing net that catches all kinds of fish, including the kind nobody wants (v. 

47-48), the Great Dance includes all people, even people not interested in dancing.  This 

complicates our life the way weeds complicate a wheatfield.  But as a farmer knows how to 

handle weeds and a fisherman knows how to handle unwanted fish, the Great Dance knows 

how to deal with non-dancers.  While I think the “furnace of fire” and “gnashing of teeth” 

refers specifically to the destruction of Jerusalem, the fate Jesus predicted for that genera-

tion at the end of that age (v. 50), I think we can also apply this in a broader way.  The 

treasure of kingdom alive-

ness is so wonderful that to 

miss it is the worst (and 

most painful) thing that can 

happen to a person.  It 

seems to me that “flames” 

is not an inadequate meta-

phor. 

 But for one who has 

come to know the truth by 

faith and has thusly been 

set free, kingdom life is a 

treasure for sharing, wealth 

as new as flowers and an-

cient as stars (v. 52).   

~ John Stonecypher 

 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 07.24.2011 

Genesis 29:15-28 • Psalm 128 • Romans 8:26-39 • Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Are some people “bad fish” trash that God doesn’t want? 

2. Why does Jesus specify “new treasures as well as 

old” (Matt 13.52)? 

3. What promises and hope do you see listed in Romans 

8:26-39? 

4. How difficult or easy is it for you to believe that you are in-

cluded in the Father’s promises in Romans 8? 

5. How difficult or easy is it for you to believe that everyone is 

included in the promises of Romans 8? 



Who Will Separate Us? 
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 Romans 8:26-39 is one of the most encouraging texts in all of scripture—if you assume that you are among 

the predestined and the called (vv. 29-30). Of course if you’re always in doubt about whether the Father has 

really predestined you and called you to be conformed to the image of his Son, then this passage holds little 

comfort and may, in fact, be a source of great torment. What could be worse than to know that there is a lucky 

group of those elected for eternal joy and you are not among them? 

 So, it might be helpful for us to begin by asking who these predestined people are. Whom did the Father 

create to be conformed to the image of his Son? I am convinced in the Holy Spirit that we must understand Ro-

mans 5 if we are to understand who the predestined are. In fact, I am convinced that much of the failure of 

Christians through the centuries to read Romans 8 correctly flows from the failure to read it in the context of 

Romans 5. And isn’t Romans 5 the correct context for Romans 8? In other words, doesn’t it make sense that 

everything in Romans 8 must flow from and agree with what precedes it in Romans 5? Otherwise Paul is a 

mentally ill lunatic who contradicts himself from one page to the next. 

 What, then, does Romans 5 say? It says that Christ died for sinners 

(vv. 6-8). And every human being, from the first to the last, is a sinner. 

So that means that Christ died for everyone. Romans 5 also tells us that 

we were put in a right relationship with God (justified) while we were 

still sinners (v. 10.). That means that everyone who ever lived or ever 

will live was made right with God before they did anything to cause that 

to happen. We were justified by Christ, before and apart from any action 

on our part. And just in case we don’t get it, Paul goes on in Romans 5 

to make it clear that just as Adam’s sin plunged all of humanity into sin 

so Christ’s righteousness lifted all of humanity up into the righteousness 

of the Triune Life (vv. 12-19). 

 We should read the great promises and hope of Romans 8 in this con-

text. In the context that Christ died for everyone, has made everyone 

righteous, and has reversed Adam’s fall to restore all of humanity to right relationship with God. What does 

that context tell us about who the predestined and called are? It tells us that—in and through the predestined 

Last Adam, Jesus Christ—all of humanity is predestined and called to be conformed to the image of the Son! 

You are included! And so is everyone you know and love, and even everyone you know and hate. 

 But what about texts such as this week’s Gospel passage—Matthew 13? How can some end up weeping 

and gnashing their teeth if we are all included? Putting Romans 8 together with Matthew 13 helps us under-

stand what hell really is. As John describes in his article this week, hell is being included in the Great Dance 

and refusing to participate. We were created for the purpose (i.e. “predestined”) to be conformed to the image 

of the Son. When we fight against the Father’s Spirit and try to deny this reason for our existence, it creates the 

greatest pain imaginable because we are fighting the very nature of reality itself. As John says in his article, 

“flames” is not an adequate metaphor. 

 What’s the answer, then? There is nothing in all the universe that can sepa-

rate humanity from the love of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! So stop fight-

ing the Holy Spirit and go with the flow of the Dance. Believe that you are for-

ever caught up in the life of the Trinity and that all the promises and all the 

hope of Romans 8 belongs to you. 

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 

 

The Adopted Life 
 

Publishers: Tim Brassell / Jonathan Stepp 

Editor: John Stonecypher  
 

©The Adopted Life 2011    
 www.theadoptedlife.org 


