
 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost ~ 07.31.2011 

Genesis 32:22-31 • Psalm 17:1-7, 15 • Romans 9:1-5 • Matthew 14:13-21 

 At first glance the connection between Communion and the Feeding of the 5,000 in 

this week’s gospel text (Matt. 14) may not be readily apparent. A closer examination 

of the text and the history of the interpretation of this passage reveals the parallels. 

 In both the Feeding of the 5,000 (Matt. 14:19) and the Last Supper (Matt. 26:26) 

the same formula is used: Jesus takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it, and then gives it 

to the disciples. At the Last Supper the disciples eat it and at the feeding of the 5,000 

they distribute it to the crowds. Both events reveal Jesus as the Son of God who pro-

vides for all. By feeding all who are present at the lakeside he foreshadows the way 

the sacrifice of his own life provides the world’s redemption. 

 The early Church recognized the connection between these two moments of provi-

sion (Communion and the Feeding of the 5,000.) One of the earliest Eucharistic 

Prayers prescribes the following words at the blessing of the bread, words which ref-

erence the breaking of the bread among the crowds gathered on the hillsides around 

the lake: 

As this broken bread was once scattered on the mountains, and after it had been 

brought together became one, so may thy Church be gathered together from the ends 

of the earth unto thy kingdom; for thine is the glory, and the power, through Jesus 

Christ, for ever. ~ Didache 9:4 

 The feeding of the 5,000 is about more than just an amazing miracle. It is, like Com-

munion, a sign to us of the gracious way in which the Son of the Father draws all peo-

ple together in himself and provides everything needed to sustain, care for and 

strengthen the life of humanity. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How is the theme of provision present in both the Feeding 

of the 5,000 and the Last Supper? 

2. What does the story of Jesus Feeding the 5,000 say to us 

about our lives, our needs, and the role that communion 

plays in helping us see who Jesus is for us? 

3. Why is it important that we distinguish between the theo-

phanies given to Israel and the incarnation of the Son as 

the man Jesus Christ? 

4. What are some other theophanies in the Old Testament be-

sides the one given to Jacob at the Jabbok? 

Feeding of the Multitudes by Bernardo Strozzi, early 

17th Century. 



Jacob Meets the Word 
 From the earliest times Christians have affirmed that it was 

the Word of God, the Divine person who is the Son of the Fa-

ther and has become flesh as the man Jesus Christ, who spoke 

to the Patriarchs and Prophets of Israel. Therefore, when the 

Hebrew Scriptures make reference to God appearing to or 

speaking to the people of Israel we understand that it is, spe-

cifically, the Word - the Son of the Father - who is appearing 

and speaking. Since the Son was never made flesh until his in-

carnation, when he was born of the Virgin Mary, we also un-

derstand that these appearances were just that - they were ap-

pearances, not incarnations. The fancy Greek word that we use 

for these appearances is “Theophany.” It literally means “an 

appearance of God.” So, the Son of God appeared to and spoke to various Patriarchs and Prophets at 

various times but he did not become human, and take on flesh and blood as a man, until he became in-

carnate by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary.  

 This week’s Old Testament reading, from Genesis 32, describes one of these theophanies. It is God’s 

appearance to Jacob at the Jabbok river (known today as the Zarqa river, in the modern nation of Jor-

dan.) Writing in the late second century (around 190 - 210 A.D.) Clement of Alexandria described how 

Jacob met the Word of God and wrestled with him. In his book The Instructor (Paedagogus in Greek) 

Clement explains that it is always the Word who instructs humanity and that it was the Word of God 

who confronted Jacob that night at the river: 

But our Instructor is the holy God Jesus, the Word, who is the guide of all humanity. The loving God 

Himself is our Instructor. . . This was He who appeared to Abraham, and said to him, “I am thy God, be 

accepted before Me;” and in a way most befitting an instructor, forms him into a faithful child, saying, 

“And be blameless; and I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and thy seed.” There is the 

communication of the Instructor’s friendship. And He most manifestly appears as Jacob’s instructor. 

He says accordingly to him, “Lo, I am with thee, to keep thee in all the way in which thou shalt go; and 

I will bring thee back into this land: for I will not leave thee till I do what I have told thee.” He is said, 

too, to have wrestled with Him. “And Jacob was left alone, and there wrestled with him a man (the 

Instructor) till the morning.” This was the man who led, and brought, and wrestled with, and 

anointed the athlete Jacob against evil. Now that the Word was at once Jacob’s trainer and the In-

structor of humanity [appears from this]—“He asked,” it is said, “His name, and said to him, Tell me 

what is Thy name.” And he said, “Why is it that thou askest My name?” For He reserved the new name 

for the new people—the babe; and was as yet unnamed, the Lord God not having yet become man. Yet 

Jacob called the name of the place, “Face of God.” “For I have seen,” he says, “God face to face; and my 

life is preserved.” The face of God is the Word by whom God is manifested and made known. Then also 

was he named Israel, because he saw God the Lord. It was God, the Word, 

the Instructor, who said to him again afterwards, “Fear not to go down 

into Egypt.” See how the Instructor follows the righteous man, and how 

He anoints the athlete, teaching him to trip up his antagonist. ~ The In-

structor, Book 1, Chapter 7 
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Jacob Wrestling with the Angel by Gauguin, 1888 


