
 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 08.07.2011 

1 Kings 19:9-18 • Psalm 85:8-13 • Romans 10:5-15 • Matthew 14:22-33 

 Romans 10:9, part of this week’s reading from the epistles, is one of the more fa-

mous texts among evangelicals. St. Paul says “if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”

 This verse is often read to mean that you are not forgiven and not adopted as the 

Father’s child until you believe in your heart that Jesus is a real person and that he 

was really resurrected. Here are some thoughts we ought to bear in mind: 

♦ Romans 10:9 can’t contradict Romans 5. That chapter says that forgiveness and 

the reversal of humanity’s fallenness took place before and apart from our action. 

It is the work of Jesus that has brought about forgiveness and adoption. 

♦ When St. Paul says “if you believe that Jesus was raised from the dead” he doesn’t 

mean that a brain scanner at the gates of heaven will be allowing only those to en-

ter who have that fact in their brains and believe it. To believe that Jesus was res-

urrected means to see that we are included in Jesus’ death and resurrection (2 

Cor. 5:14, Eph. 2:6, Col. 3:3.) What St. Paul is encouraging us to confess and believe 

is that we all died and rose when Christ died and rose.  

♦ This, then, gets us to the heart of what it means to “be saved.” If I said to a guy on 

my football team “be a man!” what do I mean? I mean “you are a man, believe it 

and act like.” So it is with salvation. You were saved from death when Jesus died. 

You were raised up to life when Jesus was raised. If you confess this and believe it 

in your heart then you will be living out the reality of who you really are: the Fa-

ther’s adopted, forgiven child in his beloved son Jesus Christ. 

How can you be saved? By believing that Christ saved you before you ever believed! 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What experiences have you had with the way that Chris-

tians use Romans 10:9, especially in evangelism? 

2. What is the significance of encouraging someone to “be” 

saved as opposed to encouraging them to “get” saved? 

3. How might our evangelism look different if we shifted from 

trying to “get” people saved to trying to help others “be” 

saved as described in Romans 10? 

4. Do you identify with the struggles that Elijah and St. Greg-

ory of Nazianzus faced in worrying about the number of 

people who believe or don’t believe the gospel? 

The Bible never uses the phrase 

“get saved,” even though 

evangelical Christianity often uses 

that phrase. Don’t believe it? Try 

using an online version of the 

Bible and search the phrase “get 

saved.” Then use the same search 

software to find the phrase “be 

saved.” There is a profound 

difference between “getting” a 

salvation you don’t possess and 

“being” the saved person that you 

already are in Christ. 



No Pleasure in Numbers 
 Many of us serve in small congregations and, if we are not careful, we can be discouraged by the lack 

of numbers - especially if we compare ourselves to larger, richer and flashier churches around us. The 

Prophets, Apostles and Church Fathers were not immune from such discouragement. In this week’s text 

from 1 Kings the Prophet Elijah expresses discouragement about his calling and the Lord bolsters his 

strength - in part by pointing out to him that even a small number of the faithful is something in which 

to take joy and encouragement. 

 In the final sermon of his life St. Gregory of Nazianzus spoke to the First 

Council of Constantinople (381 A.D.) and referenced this week’s story of 

Elijah at the mountain of God. Recalling his ministry in that city, Gregory re-

membered how small and scattered his congregation was when he first ar-

rived. This was due to the fact that the faithful orthodox Christians had been 

severely persecuted by Arians and other heretics. Gregory recalled in his ser-

mon how God was faithful to deliver his small flock, as he had delivered Is-

rael, and Gregory recounted how he had learned that faith is of greater impor-

tance than numbers: 

This was my field, when it was small and poor, unworthy not only of God, 

Who has been, and is cultivating the whole world with the fair seeds and 

doctrines of piety, but, apparently, even of any poor and needy man of 

slender means. . . But since God, Who maketh poor and maketh rich, Who 

killeth and maketh alive; Who maketh and transformeth all things; said to 

Himself, I have surely seen the affliction of Israel; and they shall no longer be further vexed with clay 

and brick-making; and when He spake He visited, and in His visitation He saved, and led forth His 

people with a mighty hand and outstretched arm . . . Such then was once this flock, and such it is now, 

so healthy and well grown, and if it be not yet in perfection, it is advancing towards it by constant in-

crease, and I prophesy that it will advance. This is foretold me by the Holy Spirit, if I have any pro-

phetic instinct and insight into the future. And from what has preceded I am able to be confident . . . 

better is faith, with no other roof but the sky to cover it, than impiety rolling in wealth, and that three 

gathered together in the Name of the Lord count for more with God than tens of thousands of those 

who deny the Godhead. Would you prefer the whole of the Canaanites to Abraham alone? or the men 

of Sodom to Lot? or the Midianites to Moses, when each of these was a pilgrim and a stranger? How 

do the three hundred men with Gideon, who bravely lapped, compare with the thousands who were 

put to flight? Or the servants of Abraham, who scarcely exceeded them in number, with the many 

kings and the army of tens of thousands whom, few as they were, they overtook and defeated? Or how 

do you understand the passage that though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the 

sea, a remnant shall be saved? And again, “I have left me seven thousand men, who have not bowed 

the knee to Baal”? (1 Kings 19:18) This is the case, is it not? God has not taken pleasure in numbers. . . 

Thou countest tens of thousands, God counts those who are in a state of 

salvation; thou countest the dust which is without number, I the vessels of 

election. For nothing is so magnificent in God’s sight as pure doctrine, 

and a soul perfect in all the dogmas of the truth. ~ Oration 42, Para-

graphs 4, 7-8 
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