
 

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 08.14.2011 

Genesis 45:1-15 • Psalm 133 • Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 • Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 

 This week’s text from Genesis brings us to the climax of the story of Joseph. The 

story is well-known to us from Sunday School, the movies, and even Broadway musi-

cals. We often hear the story in terms of simple morals such as “God will take care of 

you” and “Never give up hope.” But there is a far deeper logic to the Bible than just 

“Here’s a nice story to teach you a lesson.” That deeper logic is the Christo-logic of the 

Father’s plan to adopt humanity through his Son Jesus Christ in the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit. From a Christological view Joseph prefigures the adoption and redemp-

tion of humanity in Christ. Consider these parallels: 

♦ Joseph, like Jesus, is the beloved son of the Father (Gen. 37:3). 

♦ The children of Israel attacked Joseph and sent him down into the pit (Gen. 37:18, 

24).  Jesus was literally killed while Joseph’s exile into slavery in Egypt is a kind of 

figurative death—though from Jacob’s perspective, Joseph is dead (Gen. 37:33). 

♦ Joseph’s descent into the hell of idolatry and prison in Egypt prefigures Jesus’ de-

scent into the hell of alienation from the Father (2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Peter 3:19). 

♦ Joseph’s descent into, and ascent within, Egypt means the salvation of Israel and of 

Egypt. Joseph saves Jews and Gentiles alike from starvation. This foreshadows the 

way in which Jesus has made one new humanity out of the Jews and Gentiles, de-

livering us all from bondage to the fear of death (Eph. 2:15, Heb. 2:15). 

 So, at last, Joseph comes to say to his brothers “God sent me ahead of you to pre-

serve life” (Gen 45:5). There could be no better summary of Jesus than Joseph’s words 

about himself. Jesus is the firstborn of creation and the last Adam, sent ahead of his 

brothers and sisters into death, resurrection, and ascension in order to save us all. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. In what other ways does Joseph’s story foreshadows Jesus?  

2. Is it appropriate to talk about the Triune life getting “earthed” in 

times before the Incarnation happened? 

3. What does it mean that “God has bound everyone over to disobe-

dience”? 

4. What do you think is going on when Jesus refuses the Canaanite 

woman’s request? 

5. Why did Jesus start his ministry by focusing on Jewish people? 

6. Would the Triune God ever change his schedule just because you 

asked for it? 

Joseph and his Brothers welcomed 

by Pharaoh ~ James Tissot, ca. 1900 



Racism, Dogs, and Godly Schedules 
 Matthew 15.22-28 is one of the more disturbing Jesus stories. A Canaanite 

woman asks Jesus to heal her demon-possessed daughter, Jesus ignores her be-

cause of her race (he explains that she is like a dog), but then performs the healing 

after the woman argues her case a little more. There are many theories to explain 

how Jesus is not being a racist slimeball—for example, that he is just acting racist 

in order to teach his disciples a lesson about their racism. This may well be the 

case, but it really seems to me like the woman here 

has somehow changed Jesus’ mind. Indeed, Jesus’ min-

istry has been sharply focused on Jews up to this 

point, but afterward becomes markedly multicul-

tural—like in the feeding of the 4,000 which comes 

immediately after this passage. 

 Here’s where I’m at in my own wrestling with this passage: I believe we 

can make solid biblical arguments that outreach to the Gentiles had always 

been part of the Triune plan in Jesus’ ministry, but the time to do that had 

not yet come. This reminds me of the wedding at Cana when he refuses 

Mary’s request to fix the wine problem: “My hour is not yet come” (Jn 2.4). 

But just like Mary, this Canaanite woman provokes Jesus to move up his 

timetable. I sense an intensely relational God at work here, where divinely-

crafted schedules are scrapped in a response to one person’s request. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 A Trinitarian Riff on Romans 11:1-2, 29-32 

 Has Father abandoned those He once called “My people”? Silly rabbit—That’s just plain stupid. Re-

member, this is a deeply personal issue to me. I myself am one of Abraham’s kids, a proud member of 

the Ben clan. And here’s what I know: He knew my people and loved us from before everything, and 

that love has never once been withdrawn. What Father gives cannot be given back; when He recruits 

you for His team, He doesn’t later decide to cut you. Father just doesn’t work that way. Ever. You used 

to resist His grace, but then you received it. That’s how the process works. Now it is Israel’s turn to go 

through it, moving through resistance to acceptance. Every human being has gone to war with Father, 

and forgiveness is Father’s gift to Every. Single. One. 

~ John Stonecypher 

A Trinitarian Riff on Psalm 133 

Oh, the satisfaction!—When the Triune Life gets earthed in human 

togetherness! It is drinkable gold, cool liquid blessing poured onto your 

head, dripping from your hair, soaking your clothes. It is rain falling on a 

parched hill, when Father showers affection upon His Son, and every 

drop of it lands on you and me together. Forever. 

~ John Stonecypher ~  


