
 The scriptures note that there are certain signs (indicators pointing to Jesus) that 

would follow those who believe the Good News (Mark 16:17). We see these signs tak-

ing place especially at, and following, Pentecost and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

upon all flesh (Acts 2:4, 17, 5:14-16) 

 Because it's true that, in Jesus, the Spirit has been shared with the fullness of hu-

manity, and all of our humanity, I clearly see another sign that necessarily follows be-

lievers in the gospel (the gospel which is God the Father, Son and Spirit, himself!) This 

sign can be seen and felt in Moses' heartfelt response recorded in Numbers 11:24-30. 

Here, the Spirit came upon a limited amount of leaders in the presence of Moses. Ap-

parently, the Spirit even came upon a couple of men who weren't with Moses and the 

others. In response to the young man who was  

a "tattle-tale" regarding the two who were not  

with the others and wanted them to stop  

prophesying, Moses responds: "Are you jealous  

for my sake? Would that all the LORD'S people  

were prophets, that the LORD would put His  

Spirit upon them!" (Num. 11:29.) 

 This sign can be seen even more clearly in  

the words of Jesus, himself: "He who believes in  

Me, as the Scripture has said, 'From his inner- 

most being will flow rivers of living water.' " By  

this he meant the Spirit..." (John 7:38-39a) 

 Do you see the sign??? When you have  

embraced the Spirit of Inclusion you want  

            (Continued on page 2) 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Where do you see "unbelievers" prophesying about the 

same inclusiveness as you, even though they are "outside" 

your camp?  

2. How could you join the Spirit in working with them to share 

this Good News? (Without jealousy!) 

3. Think about your spiritual life over the years. How much has 

God as creator been a significant part of your spirituality? 

4. What do you think about the idea that the one who created 

all things will also be faithful to redeem all things? 

Descent of the Holy Spirit by El Greco, ca. 1596 



Creator and Redeemer 
 Psalm 104 is a hymn of praise to the Creator, the one who made the world and sustains it by the 

power of his Spirit. It is this emphasis on the Spirit’s role in making and sustaining the creation that 

makes this text appropriate to the day of Pentecost and the language of the Psalm prefigures such New 

Testament statements of faith as Paul’s declaration that we live and move and have our being in Christ 

(Acts 17:28.)  

 To speak of the Trinity as the creator of all things is to make a statement about the creation’s past, its 

origin, and its source. But what does the Trinity’s identity as the creator of all things tell us about the 

present and the future? Or, to put the question another way, what does it matter that God created all 

things if some things are left out of his gracious life and are destined to someday be tossed in the gar-

bage can of history? There are many Christians who view the world in this way. They see some people as 

included in the creator’s redeeming work and some as excluded. They look forward to escaping this 

earth and living in heaven. Yet the scripture speaks to us of all being included in the creator’s redeeming 

work (Rom 5:18, Col. 1:19-20) and of a new earth not an escape from this earth (Rev. 21:1.) 

 The present and future significance of the fact that the Trinity created all things is this: since God 

loved the whole creation, including all of humanity, enough to create us in the first place then we can 

know that he also loves the whole creation, including all of humanity, so much that he will also redeem 

and restore the whole creation.  

 As the Psalmist shows us, it is right and good that we should praise the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

for lovingly and graciously making the universe. But this praise is not only about us appreciating the ori-

gin of the creation. It is also about us appreciating the redemption and the future of the creation. We 

praise the Triune creator because we know that since he created all 

things in love he will also redeem and restore all things in love. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

A Pentecost Sign . . . (cont.) 

everyone Included and this will flow from your innermost being as "living water" and out towards oth-

ers (in word and deed!) And because of Who Jesus is, you will see just what the Spirit and you expect to 

see because, in Jesus, the Holy Spirit has actually been poured out upon all! To not be this way is, as with 

the young man in the story of Moses, some indicator, however small, of your not having received the 

Spirit . . hmmmm. 

 Why not participate with the Spirit in helping people see this truth? Since you have embraced the 

Spirit of Jesus and His Father, surely you must want to?! Ha-Ha! 

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 1) 
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