
  “He’s coming!  He’s coming!”  These were my words as my first son was 

being born. In retrospect, it was an odd way to describe what was happening.  

“Coming” is what an absent person does in order to become present.  And 

our baby boy was certainly already present.  For 9 months he had been as 

physically close to his mother as he would ever be (inside).  And just as he is 

departing her body, we describe it with the language of drawing near.   

 My wife Karen and I had dreamed of having children who would partici-

pate in our life together as a family.  Like all good dreams, our dream was an 

echo of the One Dream—the Triune dream of Adoption.  The Father-Son-

Spirit dream of “Let us make man in our image.” The dream of a creation 

that would participate fully in the Life-Together of the Triune Creator. 

 My family’s dream-come-true started out with a 9-month embryonic 

stage. And as I read the Bible, it seems God’s creation goes through a similar phase—a time of joy and vomit, 

breathing hard and screaming, followed by joy so big it swallows everything that went before. 

 God spent 13.5 billion years preparing a womb for his New Creation—a womb which he himself would enter, 

and from which he would later emerge as the firstborn of the New.  It was a womb of galaxies and black holes, 

mountains and oceans, platypuses, petunias and people.  During this time, the womb contracted a fatal infection 

called sin.  But the Triune purpose never once wavered.  Father, Son and Spirit continued their labors, but now 

their holy task of creating included the holy task of healing. 

 In the world God created for himself a people.  In their flesh, the womb of ‘old creation’ began to bear the 

glory of the New.  And for 2 millennia, their ears rang with a message they could barely understand: “He’s com-

ing!... He’s coming!...” 

 At the center of the universe, a world.  At the center of the world, a people.  And at the center of the people, a 

Jewish teenager at her prayers.  In her lips, the cosmos whispered “Let it be with me as you have said.”  And soon 

thereafter, Mary was puking in anticipation at the coming of the Lord.  “He’s coming!... He’s coming!” 

 At long last, the time came.  “It’s time,” He said.  “Today what you expected has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  

“The kingdom of heaven has come to you.”  The angels sang.  The nations raged.  Birth has always been a messy 

business.  The womb convulsed.  The earth shook. 
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 Blood flowed.  His blood.  His people’s blood.  Mingled with water. “He’s com-

ing!... He’s coming!” 

 The baby’s head makes for the hardest part of labor.  When the head begins to 

emerge, it’s called ‘crowning.’  It was on the third day, a chilly Sunday morning when 

the Head of new creation emerged from the tomb/womb of the old.  At long last, 

new heaven and earth had crowned. 

 With a new kind of body, its Head moved through a new kind of space and time, 

to be crowned at the Father’s right hand.  And, though it is now visible only to the 

eyes of faith, all of the old creation (with its space, time, and matter) is right there 

with him.  As Stephen died he saw the truth about our world:  the Son of Man 

standing at the Father’s right hand (Acts 7.56).  “He’s coming!... He’s coming!” 

 The labor continues, but the worst is past.  The Head is out; getting the body out 

is relatively easy.  What the Head sees, the body can scarcely imagine.  But the work 

continues.  “He’s coming!... He’s coming!”  We have heard rumors of wars, earth-

quakes, famines; we know them for what they are—birth pangs (Matt 24.8).  We 

know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up 

to the present time (Rom 8.22).  But we also know that our present sufferings are 

not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us (Rom 8.18).  “He’s 

coming!... He’s coming!” 

 The wonderful news is that new creation’s Head has been liberated from decay, 

and the rest of us are following close behind (Rom 8.21).  His resurrection from the 

dead has already given us new birth into a living hope (1 Pet 3.3) through the word 

of truth (Jas 1.18).  The truth that our Head now occupies the new world, and that in 

him, we live there too. 

 We are still “in” the womb, but we are not “of” it.  We who believe are of the 

New; we are the firstfruits of all who will come later (Jas 1.18).  Our Head is the 

firstborn from the dead, but he will not be the last (Col 1.18).  Our true life is now 

hidden with him in the new space-time he now occupies.  But when we too emerge 

and see him as he is at his Appearing, we will also finally appear to ourselves and 

each other, in glory (Col 3.3-4).  “He’s coming!... He’s coming!” 

 The Son of Man is come!  Come, Lord Jesus! 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 The Old Testament is filled with imagery that may disturb and mystify us. Early 

heretics such as Marcion concluded that the God depicted in the Hebrew scriptures 

was not the same God who is the Father of Jesus and therefore rejected the Old 

Testament. In response to such false thinking the Holy Spirit led the early Church to 

affirm that the Old Testament is inspired and does faithfully speak of the same God 

revealed by Jesus. 

 So from the very beginning, the Church has struggled with the Old Testament 

and sought to understand it more fully in the light of who Jesus is. Here are some 

basic points that we should keep in mind as we read the Bible of Israel: 

 1. Jesus is the Word. God the Son, in the flesh as the man Jesus Christ, is the 

revelation of God. Therefore, all other descriptions and revelations of God - includ-

ing the Bible itself - must be interpreted in the light of what Jesus reveals about 

God’s nature. 

 Jesus reveals God to be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In Jesus we see that human-

ity is adopted and included in the perfect relationship of love that is the heart of the 

Triune existence of God. In Jesus we see the true heart and nature of the Father: a 

nature of love, of adoption, of forgiveness, and of inclusion. 

 We cannot ever allow any statement in scripture, including the Old Testament, to 

undermine or undo what Jesus shows us about God. If a scripture seems to tell us 

something that contradicts the nature of God as revealed in Jesus then we need to 

ask the Holy Spirit to help us see the meaning of scripture that fits with who Jesus is 

and who he reveals the Father to be. 

 For example: we might read about the sacrificial system of Israel and conclude 

that God wants sacrifice. We might conclude that the Father’s wrath against sin can-

not be placated until something has been killed. Yet Jesus says “go and learn what 

this means: I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:13, 12:7). Just this simple phrase 

helps us see that the sacrificial system was instituted because of Israel’s need not be-

cause of God’s need. St. Gregory the Great put it this way: 

For it is certainly impossible to eradicate all errors from obstinate minds at 

one stroke, and whoever wishes to climb to a mountain top climbs gradu-

ally step by step, and not in one leap. It was in this way that the Lord re-

vealed Himself to the Israelite people in Egypt, permitting the sacrifices 

formerly offered to the Devil to be offered thenceforward to Himself in-

stead. A History of the English Church and People, Book 1, Chap. 30. 

 2. When we look back on human history, especially as it is reflected in Israel’s 

experience, we realize what profound blindness has enveloped our human nature in 

Adam’s fall. We have believed that God is a blood-thirsty ogre demanding his pound 
(Continued on page 4) 
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of flesh before he will grant forgiveness. 

 But God did not need the sacrifices. He was accommodating our blindness be-

cause he knew that we could not imagine ourselves as loved and welcomed in his 

presence unless we came bearing such gifts.  

 What we see in Jesus is that he is the end of the sacrificial system of thinking 

about God. We are loved and welcomed into the Triune Life because the Son has 

joined his nature to ours by becoming human. In fact, that was always the basis of 

humanity’s relationship with God. Even when God was welcoming sacrifice because 

of our hardened hearts, it was not the sacrifices that made humanity acceptable but 

the Son of God who made us acceptable. 

 3. We know that Adam’s fall plunged humanity into blindness; we also know that 
the Holy Spirit has been patiently educating the human race about the truth of who 
God is. This has been a process that has been worked out over thousands of years 
and finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, the light of the world and the healer of our 
blindness. 

 Therefore we should not be surprised if those who lived before Jesus sometimes 

expressed darkened and blinded perspectives on God. Just because their words are 

to be found in the inspired pages of the Old Testament doesn’t mean their words 

represent God as accurately as Jesus does. 

 When the Psalmist prays that the infants of Babylon will be smashed against 

rocks (Psalm 137:9), we know that the Holy Spirit did not dictate those words to the 

Psalmist. Those words are found in the inspired scripture, but the Holy Spirit did 

not whisper in the Psalmist’s ear “and now I want you to wish for the murder of 

babies.” How do we know the Holy Spirit did not dictate those words? Because we 

know Jesus, and that is not who Jesus reveals God to be! 

 In Psalm 137, as in some other places in the Old Testament, we are seeing the 

blindness and fallenness of humanity. These words are inspired in the sense that the 

Holy Spirit has preserved them as a faithful record of Israel’s pain and of her blind 

and fallen response to that pain. 

 Based on all of this, we have to conclude that every verse of the Old Testament 

must be filtered through the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. We have to look at 

each passage and ask ourselves “Do these words express the fallen human perspec-

tive on  God’s nature, or do they foreshadow and express the truth that would be 

later revealed in Jesus?” What does the process of answering this question look like? 

To see one example read the next article in this issue: Israel’s Ogre Revealed. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

(Continued from page 3) 
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 A couple of weeks ago I heard a local pastor, with whom I am acquainted, preach 

on Lamentations chapter 3. In his message he proceeded to portray Israel’s God as a 

very angry, out-of-control “ogre” committed to vengeance against sin and anyone 

who disobeyed.  

 As I listened I had to ask myself, is God really this way? Is he the source of the 

treachery that Israel is experiencing? 

 The words recorded by Jeremiah are quite staggering and downright depressing. I 

feel like I need Prozac just from reading the passage. One could get the impression 

that God hates humanity.  

 Is God the source of affliction as stated in verse 1? Does God pour out hardship 

and bitterness on those that fall short as stated in verse 5? Is God’s demonstration of 

love revealed as a bear lying in wait, ready to devour (verses 10-11)? Does  He despise 

sinners so bad as to break their teeth with gravel, (verse 16)? Is this a true perspective 

of God and his attitude towards sinners? 

 To correctly unwrap this passage we must understand it through the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. Jesus declares that he is the fulfillment of all the law and the prophets 

(Matt. 5:17).  

 To understand the words of the “weeping prophet” we must understand God as 

revealed through Jesus Christ. It is a fundamental mistake to interpret the New Testa-

ment from the Old when it should be the other way around. 

 In Colossians 1 we read: 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by 

him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and in-

visible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 

created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the begin-

ning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, 

shed on the cross. (Col. 1:15-20, NIV) 

 None of what we read sounds like Israel’s perception of God. There is no mention 

of a God hell-bent on making the paths crooked, causing darkness, and destroying 

the teeth of children.  

 If the Israelite’s perception of God is correct, wouldn’t  that make him the worst 

cosmic child abuser? If anyone of us were to treat our children this way we would be 

(Continued on page 6) 
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incarcerated for months, if not years,  in a penal system where the most heinous 

criminals hate child abusers. Are murderers, rapists and thugs more righteous than 

God? 

 Israel’s perspective of God is shrouded in darkness. With their fallen mind they 

attribute their sorrow, crooked paths, and gravel-broken teeth to God.  

 This is much like those of the religious community that said God caused the Sep-

tember 11th attacks or the hurricane that destroyed New Orleans. These are illustra-

tions of the depth of man’s fallen mind. 

 Continuing in Colossians 1, Paul confirms the state of man’s perspective on God. 

In verse 21 we read,  “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 

minds because of your evil behavior.” 

 Evil behavior has two definite results. The first is a wrong understanding of God 

and his nature. We have a sense of separation and a sense that God is our enemy.  

 “In their mind” Israel perceived God in this way. Jeremiah sees the fallen mind of 

Israel. Israel’s “ogre” God is a concoction of that fallen mind 

 The second result of evil behavior is the consequence of the transgression. God 

does not take away the reaping of what has been sown. Israel is its own source of 

affliction. 

 Jeremiah does have an enlightened view of God, though. He writes: 

This I recall to my mind,  

  Therefore I have hope.  

Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed,  

  Because His compassions fail not.  

They are new every morning;  

  Great is Your faithfulness. (Lam. 3:21-23, NIV) 

 I, like Israel, have had wrong thoughts about God. I have perceived Him  to be 

harsh, angry, and ready to kick butt and take names at the drop of a hat. In the reve-

lation of Jesus we have the understanding that he not only loves us but likes us.  

 So great is his faithfulness that no harm will ever come to us from Him. 

 I find it easier to trust in a God like that than in one who would break my teeth. 

~ Rick Stillwell 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The Empty Nest 

 One of the best things about spring is that everything around us is growing.  

Leaves are coming out, flowers are blooming, and gardens are growing.  Speaking of 

that last item, I have a confession to make:  I love gardening, whether it be edibles or 

ornamentals, but I can be horribly lazy about it. 

 Case in point: the hanging planter on our front porch.  We inherited it from the 

previous occupant of our house when we moved in last year.  Since that time I’ve 

thought how cheerful it would look if I planted some colorful annuals in it.  But I 

never got around to it, and all it grew last year were some volunteer weeds and two 

baby maples that probably came from an aerial seed assault by their relatives who 

loom across the street. 

 This year, though, our planter grew something in addition to its motley assort-

ment of herbaceous residents.  It grew baby birds.  Several weeks ago we noticed a 

nest had appeared in the planter where one had not been before.   

 A few days later, it seemed we couldn’t go to the car without startling a robin 

from the front porch.  It didn’t take Sherlock Holmes to deduce the identity of our 

new avian housemates.  It was, as he would have said, quite elementary. 

 To my mind, having a bird nest on the front porch and a houseful of home-

schooled boys just begged for all manner of educational opportunities.  I could envi-

sion them drawing and coloring the pale blue eggs they saw after I lifted each boy in 

turn to peek into the planter.   

 They could see how the baby birds would open their mouths to be fed if we 

tapped the nest gently.  I could take pictures every few days to show them how 

quickly the birds grew.  Maybe we’d even get to see them leave the nest! 

 Oh, the opportunities that cheeped just outside our front door!  Opportunities 

that we missed because I procrastinated.  I took for granted that the birds were there 

and wasted my time with things that seemed so important at the moment.   

 Yesterday, I saw three large baby birds that could hardly fit into their nest.  To-

day, as the boys and I left to run some errands, the nest was empty. 

 It may seem silly for a man whose eldest child is only ten to bemoan an empty 

nest, but bemoan it I do.  I can’t help regretting all the opportunities I’ve missed 

with my kids simply because I procrastinated.   

 How easy it is to get used to them being there and to assume they will always be 

there.  But it wasn’t that long ago that our nest was empty.  Any day now, we will 

add a fourth young one to our fold.  Some day soon, I will realize even he is gone, 

along with his brothers, and I will lament those moments I should have stolen with 

them – the fishing trips, bicycle rides at the park, and simply sitting with them giving 

(Continued on page 8) 
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them my undivided attention.  That last one is the hardest. 

 When we got back from our errands this afternoon, our oldest exclaimed, “Look!  

A robin!”  Perched just above our windshield in the neighbor’s dogwood was one of 

our baby birds.  We crowded around the car door and enjoyed the view.  He was 

small.  His tail feathers were too short and his chest was mottled, but he was learning 

to fly. 

 I don’t imagine he will be there tomorrow.  While I’m not watching, he will 

spread his wings and start his own life, perhaps finding an unused planter on another 

front porch and a mate with whom to share it.  And it will all start again.   

 Father, Son, and Spirit, let me be watching while my kids are in the nest.  Let me 

be there as they learn to fly. 

~ Steve Webb 

(Continued from page 7) 
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The Rich and Jesus 

 Matthew 19:16-30 recounts the story of a rich young man who came to talk to 

Jesus about eternal life. There are various dynamics that play out in this story.   

 Jesus relates that there is none Good but One. The Jews believed that command-

ment-keeping was the ticket to eternal life. In this story Jesus demonstrates that 

none can keep them perfectly enough.  Jesus tells the young rich man that in order 

to be perfect    he must sell all that he owns, give his wealth to the poor, and come and 

follow    Jesus.   

 The young man leaves in sorrow because he can’t or won’t do this. 

 What is going on here? This is not    a story to prove that the Law is to be kept.  It is 

not    a story to prove God hates the rich or that the rich will not inherit eternal life.  It 

is not a directive to abandon one’s family and possessions.   

 The Gospel is demonstrated here in the fact that Jesus offers Himself. He offers 

an identity that the rich young man can have in Jesus and the new life this brings.  

 But the young man is tied to himself, his possessions, his way of life, his friends, 

his standard of living, his philosophy of life, his status and pleasure in the world, and 

his covetousness, all of which represent a false god of Idolatry. He is so tied to these 

things that he is unable to give it all up and believe and receive new life by following 

Jesus. 

(Continued on page 9) 



 Jesus then shows that this same thinking is consistent with all rich people who 

trust    in themselves and who feel self-sufficient.  It would be just as impossible for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle as it would for a rich man to enter into eter-

nal life through his riches.   

 Jesus shows that a rich person entering eternal life is    possible with God. 

 The poor have everything to gain by believing who Jesus is and following 

Him.  Materialism has benefited them so little, it is easier for them to see the value of 

what Jesus offers—a life of love, joy, peace, hope, etc.. 

 God does not dislike the rich. He loves them just as He loves everyone else. 

( John 3:16-17). But He realizes that their wealth often ties them to this world in 

ways that are difficult for them to give up.  They can simply trust in their riches and 

see no need to replace that trust with trust in Jesus. 

 The Good News is that death is the great financial equalizer. Many knees will 

bow before Jesus after death when God can finally get the attention of the 

“previously” rich. 

 It really boils down to where does one place his or her trust?  In wealth, or in Je-

sus? 

 Jesus asks that a person be willing to give up all that ties them to this world and 

follow/believe Him.  Anything short of this is placing another god before Him.  

Anything short of this is idolatry.  

 Once again we see in this story the truth of John 14:6 where Jesus says “I     am the 

way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but by me.”.”.”.”    

~ Paul Kurts 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The Adopted Life 

 We’re sometimes asked “Are you sure the adoption of humanity is the gospel? 

I’ve never heard it before.” In this light we find it helpful to look at the writings of 

other Christians who have expressed the gospel clearly.  

 Theologian Thomas F. Torrance had this to say about Jesus’ resurrection and the 

resurrection of humanity in and through him:  

The resurrection of Jesus as act of God is a decisive event, a final judg-

ment, which affects the entire state of human existence, the whole situation 

in which we have our being and as such affects every human being. It is 

this concentration of universal significance in the resurrection of Jesus that 

is so very important for the whole of the Christian message. The New Tes-

tament does not teach a doctrine of individual resurrection first, in the 

sense that each man is to rise again because he is made of a body and an 

immortal soul, a resurrection mainly because of some interior principle in 

his creation. It is the fulfillment of God’s covenant mercies in the incarna-

tion and resurrection that confers immortality. Christ only has immortality 

and we receive out of his fullness. The general resurrection is absolutely 

dependent on the resurrection of Jesus Christ himself, for it is in his death 

and resurrection that God has dealt with death and guilt and hell once and 

for all. Space, Time and Resurrection, pp. 34-35. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 

Eerdmans, 1976. 

Thomas Torrance on the Resurrection 

The Adopted Life is a personal ministry of 

Tim Brassell and Jonathan Stepp. Though not 

an official Worldwide Church of God 

publication, The Adopted Life is an 

extension of the publishers’ WCG pastoral 

ministries and is produced in on-going dialogue 

and community with WCG theologians to be 

expressive of official WCG doctrine and 

theology. 

Reprinting: You are free to quote from and 

reprint anything in The Adopted Life, please 

just identify us as the source and reference the 

volume, issue, and page numbers of the material. 

Share your Good News 
of  Adoption! 
 

The Adopted Life welcomes your 

submission of  articles, reviews, 

testimonies and ministry tips. Sim-

ply email Tim or Jonathan with 

your work. Since this is their per-

sonal ministry they reserve the 

right to accept material based on 

their personal convictions and vi-

sion for sharing the Good News 

of  our Adopted Life in Christ. 

Page 10 The Adopted L i fe Volume 2,  I ssue 9 

www.theadoptedlife.org 

theadoptedlife@gmail.com 

Trinity and Humanity, Together 


