
 

Transfiguration Sunday ~ 03.06.2011 

Exodus 24:12-18 • Psalm 2 or Psalm 99  • 2 Peter 1:16-21  • Matthew 17:1-9 
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  In this week’s two Psalm texts, we see God being handled like dynamite that’s 

about to go KABLOOEY (Ps 2.9,11;  99.1).  The lesson here is not that God is unstable 

like nitroglycerin; but rather that, in terms of raw power, there’s a BIG difference be-

tween God and humanity.   

 In the face of the Infinite, the finite is infinitely relativized.  This is why our Father 

finds it funny when human kings plot against Him (2.2-4).  It’s like a Kleenex plotting 

against a nuclear bomb.  You just can’t help but giggle a little. 

 It is THIS power-of-all-powers that is ascribed to 

the one who ascends the holy mountain, the one to 

whom the Father says, “You are my son” (2.6-7).  The 

supreme shock of Transfiguration Sunday is that this 

one is Jesus.  

 Here on the holy hill, the enemies of God find that 

the “avenger of their wrongdoings” is also “a forgiving 

God to them” (99.8).  The one whose “wrath is quickly 

kind led” (2.11) is the one who is so non-violent that 

he will not snuff out a smoldering candlewick.  He does 

indeed shatter his enemies like pottery (2.9b), but he 

does it by becoming shattered himself.  His “rod of 

iron” (2.9) is a wooden stake stained with his own 

blood.   

 As we share in the mountain experience of Peter 

and James and John, we discover along with them that 

Power is not what we thought it was. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Can it be good news for you that Jesus is the “avenger of your 

wrongdoings”? 

2. How does Jesus exercise his “rod of iron” rule? How does he use 

his power? 

3. Why is it so difficult to see God's Smallness in His Largeness? 

4. Why do you think sharing this "way of God's being" with others 

might be helpful to them? 

5. How does Jesus reveal the Father’s love to us? 

6. How does seeing Jesus at the center of our lives alleviate our fear? 

The Transfiguration  

and the Trinity  

 

  Like Jesus’ Baptism, the Trans-

figuration is a moment in the gos-

pel story that reveals the Trinity. 

The Father speaks from heaven, 

the Son is present in glorified 

flesh as the man Jesus, and the 

Holy Spirit appears as the bright 

cloud that envelopes them and 

through which the Father speaks.  



The Adopted L i fe 

God’s Largeness and Smallness 
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 Matthew tells us that when the Trinity was revealed to them on the Mount of the Transfiguration the 

disciples “fell facedown on the ground, terrified” (Matt. 17:6.) This moment is humorously pictured in 

the icon on page 1. As Tim says in his article, the bigness of God can scare us and, as John points out in 

his article on this week’s texts from the Psalms, we are always mindful of the massive gap in power be-

tween us and the Triune Creator of all things. 

 That’s why Matthew 17:7 is such an important part of the Transfiguration. Jesus touched the disciples 

and said “Don’t be afraid.” That’s who Jesus is: the Son of the Father 

revealing from within the majestic glory of God that we have nothing 

to fear from the Father who has adopted us  and the Holy Spirit whose 

very self is love and joy. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 What do you think of when you think of God? Is it his omnipotence and power over all things, includ-

ing his power over you? Is it his omniscience and knowledge of ALL your sins? Maybe you tend to think 

of his omnipresence and the embarrassing fact that you cannot hide from him, even in your most sneaky 

ways of being and acting in the darkest of night! Yikes! That thinking may be the reason you are filled 

with fear, and fear of punishment, when you think of God. Unfortunately, if that is your view of God, you 

are still in for trouble because God, Who is perfect love, casts out all fear (1 John 4:8) Gulp!! 

 Read in a certain way, this week's lectionary passages make us want to go the way of fearing for our 

lives (what with God's booming, scary voice and all! Matt 17:6), and especially when we think of God's 

"Omni's" noted above! 

 Fortunately for us, in 2 Peter 1:16-21, Peter has Good News about the Perfect Love of God, and what 

God does in His Almighty Largeness! Shockingly, he comes to us in Smallness as our Three Personal, Uni-

fied and up close Friend - God the Father (2 Pet 1:17a), God the Son (2 Pet 1:16,17b)  and God the Holy 

Spirit (2 Pet 1:21). So enough of the "cleverly devised myths" and fables about God Almighty's true 

power and largeness (2 Pet 1:16) Though we admit far less than a full comprehension of Him and stand 

speechless before his matchless incomprehensibility, "we do well to be attentive to this"(2 Pet 1:19) not-

ing that here God is speaking to us personally in His "Majestic Glory" as Father amidst the dust and dirt 

of everyday planet earth. Here he is, through the Sinless Son, relating with us IN the actual dust and dirt 

of our humanity so that Peter can say he has seen him with his own eyes! Here He is sharing himself 

with us in such ways that some of the words we sinful human beings write and speak are said to be of 

His will and spoken by him through us as we are moved by God the Holy Spirit! 

 Whoa! A God so Large I'll forever have new things to discover about Him in His Triune Relationship, 

and a God so Small that the knowledge and experience of His relationship is forever shared and accessi-

ble to lil' ol' me! 

~ Tim Brassell 

Don’t be Afraid 
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