
 

Trinity Sunday ~ 06.19.2011 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a • Psalm 8 • 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 • Matthew 28:16-20 

 I recently attended a regional conference sponsored 

by my denomination, Grace Communion International 

(GCI), where the foundation of all of our learning was 

the shared relationship of God the Father, Son and 

Spirit. Not only did our conference resources contain 

the same graphic you see to the right, our being "On 

Mission with God" theme was planted firmly in the re-

ality of God as Trinity. Superintendent of Ministers Dan 

Rogers noted that because God is revealed in Jesus 

Christ to be a Trinity (Matt 28:19-20), we can see that 

God is a missionary God Who moves out in love to create, redeem and renew all 

things! The Father (the Sender), sends out Jesus (the Sent One) in the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit (the Sending Agent) to include us in His life and love. 

 This conference was topped off with a presentation by GCI President Joe Tkach 

who emphasized our continual need to maintain high theological scholarship by re-

maining founded on the Trinity. Joe helped us learn that there is a huge hint about 

God being Trinity in the Old Testament, particularly in Genesis (e.g. Gen 1:26.) In his 

presentation we learned that the word "Elohim" in Hebrew means 3 or more! What a 

fascinating fact and act of repentance after thinking and preaching for too many years 

that the word only meant two! But the Hebrew language is very specific when it 

wants to speak of two, and the word used for two is "Elohiam". Elohim is not definite 

proof that God is Three Persons but it is definitely proof that God is at least a Being of 

Three Persons! Wow! And that matches up better with what Jesus, in the New Testa-

ment, and through the apostles reveals: that God is Three Persons in One and One in 

Three! (2 Cor 13:14) 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What other traits must God have because He is a Trinity 

(besides the trait of being missionary)? 

2. Why would it be important to be accurate about what the 

word Elohim means versus what Elohiam means? 

3. How do you feel about having “dominion” over the earth? 

4. Could having proper dominion over the earth ever make part 

of the earth less beautiful, less healthy? 

5. How important do you think it is for Christians to set aside at 

least one day of worship each year to celebrate the Trinity? 

 

 



Trinitarian Dominion 
 I used to not be a big fan of Genesis 1.26, where God says “Let them have dominion over [the earth].” 

The human race has taken that verse as a license to rape and pillage the planet with impunity, because 

that’s what we think “dominion” is. But I’ve come to see that the entire first chapter of the Bible is one 

big definition of how true dominion behaves. How does the Trinity exercise dominion over creation? By 

finding ever-new creative ways to give dominion away. After all, each act of creation does begin with the 

word “Let.” As in “allow.” As in “Let us step back and release this bit of reality to become something dis-

tinct from us, to be itself.” 

 I can imagine the Triune conversation on the beginning of the sixth day: “So what should we make 

TODAY?... You know, this whole dominion thing these last few days has been REALLY fun. Let’s give 

THAT away too! Let us make men and women who are free to do what we’ve been doing—the dominion 

work of loving things and setting them free to become more and more beautiful and good! Then we can 

take tomorrow off.” 

 Am I making my part of the planet more good, more beautiful, more whole? Am I setting it free to be 

more and more itself? That’s the Trinity’s kind of dominion. That’s how I want MY dominion to work. 

~ John Stonecypher 

It’s All Been Leading Up To This 
 The Word of the Lord came to Abraham and his children and said 

“Behold, I am coming.” We call that season Advent. The Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us. We call that season Christmas. The Word 

baptized himself in our nature and, in doing so, he baptized our nature into 

the life he shares with his Father. We call that season Epiphany. The Word 

confessed faith and said “No!” to Satan, for us, and on our behalf. We call 

that season Lent. The Word bore our fallen flesh to the cross and to the 

grave. We call that season Holy Week. The Word took our flesh up in the 

glory of his resurrection and ascension. We call that season Easter. The 

Word poured out the very Spirit of his Father on all of us. We call that season Pentecost. 

 And now, at last, we see what all this has been leading up to. At last we see what the Word of God is 

really saying to humanity. On Trinity Sunday we stand in awe before the Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Al-

mighty, who was and is and is to come and who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

 And in the midst of that awesome worship, as God reveals himself as he is, in his own life and reality, 

we are thunderstruck to see that God is also man and that because God is man, in Jesus, mankind has 

been brought into the life of the Trinity.  

 The Word reveals God the Trinity to us and reveals our inclusion in 

the Trinity. Praise the Father, Praise the Son, Praise the Spirit, Three in 

One! 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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