A description of Who is behind Real relationships
and how we particiate!

The FatherSon and Spirit-

IS LOVE

As we privately and publicly grow closer to the Father,
through Jesus, and in the Spirit, we grow closer to each
other!

The Father-Son-and-Spirit-God
Who IS Unconditional Love
JESUS (Living and Written)
The Other Faith
Holy Spirit Words
You
Deeds
Participating with Him!
Holy Spirit
Self-giving
Other-centered
Self-sacrificing

Them

You

1. The church in its witness must never give
ultimate or unquestioned allegiance to any
political or social ideology, or to the absolute
rule or reign of any person or human
institution. It must not idolize any humanly
imagined ideal, and it must not justify evil
means to accomplish the ideals promoted by
ideological zealots. Instead, the church must
carefully discern what limited good
government (be it local, regional, national or
international) can achieve without causing
more harm than good (see Romans 13:1-7).

The church must not be seduced by idealistic
dreams, especially ones that demand
realization at “any cost.”It must not be
surprised that in this fallen world there will
often not be complete or total solutions to our
human problems, nor will there be a perfect
solution to a particular problem that has all
benefits and no downsides. By worshipping
God alone and resisting all idolatries (including
the idolization of human ideals and ideologies)
the church will remain free to be the church,
fulfilling its vocation in worship and witness
under the word of God, both living and written.

2. The church must not be distracted and
misdirected from its calling of worship and
witness by attempting to build the kingdom
or to establish in this present evil age a
church-ruled government among those who
do not yet believe. Instead, the church must
stay on message, faithful to its calling to
urge people everywhere to put their trust in
Jesus, worshipping God alone, and
repenting of any efforts to give ultimate
loyalty to any other king, kingdom or
ideology.

The church must proclaim Jesus Christ,
who calls for unconditional faith, hope and
love for him, and it must proclaim Jesus’
kingdom—his coming rule and reign in a
new heavens and new earth. The church,
therefore, should promote living here and
now, under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and
in the light of that secure future hope.

3. The church must retain its independence
from any secular authority. It must not come
under the lordship of any person or human
authority. It will give up its life first for the
sake of the gospel, as God enables. It will
retain its responsibility for its members who
out of freedom become incorporated into the
body of Christ. No one will be compelled by
force to remain part of the church. The
church will remain free to exercise proper,
compassionate and wise discipline of its
members.

It will retain its freedom to nurture, teach
and train its own leaders according to its
own standards under the irreplaceable,
unsurpassable and final authority of the
word of God. Moreover, the church will
retain its freedom to order its own worship
and life together. It will resist all
governmental encroachment and violation of
its God-established calling, not for its own
sake, but for the sake of its mission to the
world, lived out directly in worship and
indirectly in its wider witness.

4. The church must engage in hopeful and
truthful evangelism that refuses to use any
underhanded, manipulative or deceptive
ways of proclaiming the truth of the gospel.
It will do so in order that others may receive
the grace of God and enter the joy of being
transferred from the kingdoms of darkness
into the kingdom of the Son. The church
must use only those means of proclamation
that give people freedom to respond out of
their hearts and minds before God.

Faith, hope and love for God cannot be
externally imposed—they cannot be coerced
or bribed. The basis for the church’s
proclamation must be the truth of the gospel,
which, when needed, will include warnings
concerning the consequences of rejecting the
gospel (but pointing out as consequences
only those things clearly stated in Scripture,
rather
than
using
wild,
fear-based
speculations). The church is dependent upon
the often behind-the-scenes ministry of the
Holy Spirit to open eyes and soften hearts to
prepare people to be open and receptive to
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

5. Scripture tells us that as part of
being in but not of (conformed to) the world,
God’s people are to advocate for the common
good. We see this in the examples of Joseph
and Daniel who contributed in practical ways
to the foreign nations in which they were
exiled while maintaining devotion to God. We
also see this in the command God gave Israel
to seek the welfare of the cities in which they
were exiled (Jer. 29:7). Note also that the
apostle Paul exhorted Christians, as they
“have opportunity,” to “do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family
of believers” (Gal. 6:10).

Finally, note what is said in Matt. 5:45; Luke
6:33-35; 1 Pet. 3:11 and Heb. 13:16. An
important way the church advocates for the
common good today is by declaring through
actions and words that all humans, by virtue
of being God’s image bearers, have an
inalienable right to justice (right relationship).
Christians can also assist those who affirm
this right but lack an understanding of its true
Source.

Being the church in a pluralistic culture
Two corollaries to the fifth point should be
noted:
•First, Christians can honestly and
forthrightly promote societies and
governments that defend the right of
all people to spend their lives seeking truth,
goodness and beauty, and the ultimate
Source of those values. To seek this God,
who is revealed in Jesus Christ, is a task
given to all people, as declared by the
apostle Paul in a public square in Athens:

From one man [God] made all the nations,
that they should inhabit the whole earth; and
he marked out their appointed times in
history and the boundaries of their lands.
God did this so that they would seek him
and perhaps reach out for him and find him,
though he is not far from any one of us.
(Acts 17:26-27)

The second corollary to the fifth point is that:
•as Christians we should resist attempts to
close the public square to honest, respectful
and humble interchange, especially when it
involves excluding people whose voices are
already marginalized. Everyone who values
an equal right to justice under the law, and
the free exchange of beliefs and ideas
(religious or not) should be welcomed in the
public square, no matter what the basis or
lack of basis they have for their viewpoints.

As Christians, we can, in good conscience,
advocate for pluralism in the public square
that is descriptive rather than prescriptive.
While descriptive pluralism respects all
viewpoints, prescriptive pluralism excludes
all claims to ultimate truth (seeing them as
mere human constructions that are valid
only for certain individuals or groups).
Descriptive pluralism serves the common
good and allows the church to freely and
openly fulfill its mission of worship and
witness.

